
SJA School Council
MINUTES

April 8, 2014, 7:00 p.m.

Call to Order by Kerri Courville (Chair)

Opening Prayer read by Principal White

Principal’s Report (Principal White)

• Archbishop Prendergast visited SJA along with Father Tom and Father Kerslake (a 
former SJA student) on March 20th. He shared a liturgy with the students and then 
spent time answering their questions.  The school received a lovely thank you card 
from his Grace.

• Prayer cards in english and french for each Grade level went home to all families.  
Each Grade has a specific prayer which is designated for that particular Grade.  This 
was a Board-wide initiative.

• SJA school clothing order forms went home last week and are due April 11th.  Thanks 
to Mrs. G. for organizing them.

• The students were introduced to the OK Clean Water Project through an assembly 
presentation.  OK stands for the connection between Ottawa and Kumbo.  Last 
Friday, the school wide BINGO raised just over $350 for the project, which will buy 
approximately 35 water pipes. SJA will continue with this social justice project 
beyond the Lenten season.

• Education Week is scheduled for May 5th to 9th.  Details will be shared in the next 
couple of weeks.  SJA’s Open House is scheduled for Thursday, May 8th beginning at 
8:30, with an assembly to follow at 9:30.

• A reminder that the OSTA Bell Time Change Public Consultation is May 24th at Sir 
Robert Borden from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Parents are encouraged to fill in the 
survey which was sent home.  It is available on the SJA website and has been posted 
on Twitter, along with reminders.

• Tomorrow 18 of the school ambassadors will be attending the National We Day event 
at the Canadian Tire Centre.  They will be accompanied by Mrs. Dean, Ms. Driscoll 
and Ms. White.

• There is a new PALS program running during recess for the primary division.  Junior 
division Playground Activity Leaders (PALS) organize games for the younger 
students.

• More stationary furniture has been ordered for the Learning Commons.
• There will be a Kindergarten evening scheduled for late May or early June to invite 

parents to become more familiar with the move to the Full Day Kindergarten program 
(FDK).  In September 2014, all OCSB schools will have FDK.  It will be a 50-50 
Immersion Program.

• Father Tom will be meeting with the students who are receiving the Sacrament of 
First Communion this week, and again before the SJA Easter Mass on April 23rd.

• Please mark these upcoming dates:
• April 16th - Girls Basketball at Monsigneur Paul Baxter
• April 17th - Stations of the Cross tableau at 10:45
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• April 22nd to 25th - Luv2Groove Dance workshops. Thanks to School 
Council for funding this activity.

• April 23rd - Boys Basketball at Monsigneur Paul Baxter
• April 23rd - Easter Mass at 10:30
• April 25th - Dental Screening for JK, SK and Grade 2, through Ottawa Public 

Health.
•  The school’s website, calendar and Twitter are updated weekly.  Please check back 

regularly.

Chair’s Report (Kerri Courville - Chair)

• The Grade 6 Graduation Ceremony will be held on June 20th at 1:00 p.m, with a 
reception to follow in the Church Hall.

Treasurer’s Report (Lorrie Sweet - Treasurer)

• There is a cheque that has not yet been cashed by SJA (either the Gift of Technology 
or the “Luv2Groove" workshops).

• The Snowflake Dance raised $734, with expenses of $1,100.  There are funds left 
from the Parent Involvement (PIC) Grant, which could be used to cover the shortfall.

• Lorrie asked about the status of the PRO cheque from last year.
• There is $9,900 in the Council account, including funds for remaining field trips and 

Pizza Days.
• There is $4,400 in “spendable” funds, minus costs for the end of year BBQ and 

excluding the mandatory reserve.
• Tory requested funds to purchase wooden table crosses for each of SJA’s classrooms.  

The cost would be $625 ($25 each).  Although there was no quorum, Council 
members present supported the purchase.  Kerri will follow-up with an email vote of 
full members.

Action Items: 

• Tory to check with Mrs. G. regarding the status of the two cheques, and advise Kerri. 
(Done, Mrs. G. will deposit the cheques.) 

• Lorrie found the PRO cheque and will deposit it.
• Kerri to conduct email vote of full Council regarding allocation of $625 to purchase 

crosses.

CSPA Report

• No one was able to attend the Director’s Forum on March 26th, but information can 
be found shortly on the CSPA website (www.ottawacspa.ca/about-us/meetings.html). 

Parish Report (Kerri Courville - Chair)

• The Stations of the Cross is being held every Friday at 7:00 p.m. during Lent.  This 
Friday there will also be a Soup Supper, with homemade soups from the Catholic 
Women’s League.  It will be from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Church Hall prior to the 
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Stations of the Cross.  Goodwill donations are welcome.  parish service.  Additional 
information will be on the school website.

• Good Friday mass will be held at 3:00 p.m. with Children’s Liturgy.  See the Church 
Bulletin or website for the full Easter Week Mass schedule.

• First Communions are taking place at all masses on the weekends of April 26/27, May 
3/4 and May 10/11.

Focus Items:

a Sidewalk along Costello Between Monterey and SJA (Jane O’Regan - Community 
Liaison and City Councillor Rick Chiarelli)

• There is an issue with the sidewalk along the above-mentioned section of Costello.  
• The, residents of the townhouses, who were unaware that they are responsible for the 

sidewalk, have asked for the City of Ottawa’s assistance.  The initial response of City 
staff was to reject the request.

• The residents have now requested the support of the Leslie Park Community 
Association, in the form of a letter to the City regarding the importance of the 
sidewalk.

• A letter from SJA, stating the importance of the sidewalk and the danger to children if 
it is closed, would help to facilitate another review of the request.  This issue will be 
increasingly important given the pending changes to walk zones that are possible as a 
result of OSTA Bus Time Consultation.

• A letter from the School Council would also be helpful.

Action items: Jane to send background information to Tory for her consideration in 
drafting a letter on behalf of the school.  Council could also draft a letter of support.  

b Movie Nights (Kerri Courville - Chair)

• Movie nights will be held May 2 (primary focus - Alvin and the Chipmunks: 
Chipwrecked) and May 9 (junior focus - Percy Jackson: and the Olympians.

• Kerri circulated flyers that will be sent home.
• Donations will be collected, and students will be given tickets for juice and popcorn.

c Cleaning the Capital (Kerri Courville - Chair)  

• SJA will be participating in «Cleaning the Capital» during Education Week.  
• Louise Hennessey has volunteered to lead a Council event on Saturday May 3rd or 

Saturday May 10th, to clean the gardens etc.
• The suggestion was not supported, based on the experience of past events.
• Council did offer to allocate funds to cover the purchase of rakes, brooms and garden 

gloves for the children to use during their event ($200).  As there was no quorum, 
Kerri will conduct an email vote of full Council.

Action item: Kerri to conduct email vote of full Council for allocation of $200 to 
«Cleaning the Capital» supplies.  
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d Photo Project Funds Request (Tory White - Principal)

• Ms. Driscoll, a student teacher at SJA, is also a professional photographer.
• Tory presented an idea of taking photos of SJA students (no faces), printing and 

framing them for sale at the upcoming Open House and/or end of year BBQ.
• Tory requested funds to cover printing and framing costs, plus an honorarium for Ms. 

Driscoll.
• Although there was no quorum, Council members present were generally supportive 

allocating up to $1000 to cover costs, pending the organization of the project.
• Paula Wilson has a contact who owns a print shop, who may be able to assist with the 

printing process, at cost.

Action Items:

• Kerri to conduct email vote of full Council regarding the allocation of up to $1000 to 
the project.

• Paula Wilson to contact print shop to discuss the project.

e   FunHaven Fundraiser (Kerri Courville – Vice-Chair)

• After some research and discussion, an organized event at FunHaven was not deemed 
to be the best option for SJA.

• As an alternative, Kerri has arranged for a “virtual” fundraising event, whereby for 
any online or in-person purchases at FunHaven associated with SJA  (through the use 
of the code word “apostle”) 25% of the purchase value will go to the school.

• The event will be open from after Easter to the end of May, and is good for the 
purchase of gift cards as well.

• FunHaven will provide Council with promotional materials.

Action Item: Kerri to determine whether birthday parties are included in the fundraiser.

f PRO Grant

• No update.

g  Bulk Purchase of SJA Clothing for Sale at Council Events (Kerri Courville)

• The idea of purchasing a number of Tshirts and hoodies to have on hand and to offer 
for sale at events was raised.

• As the clothing is sold, the funds would be returned to Council’s account.
• Council members present were generally supportive of allocating $500 towards the 

purchase.  

Action Item: As there was no quorum, Kerri will conduct an email vote of full Council for 
allocation of $500 to purchase school clothing.
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Attendees:

Kerri Courville, Chair
Rose Hunt, Vice-Chair
Lorrie Sweet, Treasurer
Shari Scott, Secretary
Robynn Kearns, SK Rep
Paula Wilson, Grade 1 Rep
Jane O’Regan, Community Liaison
Tory White, Principal

Guest - Councillor Rick Chiarelli for Focus Item a - Sidewalk
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