
SJA School Council
MINUTES

February 11, 2014, 7:00 p.m.

Call to Order by Kerri Courville (Chair)

Opening Prayer by Principal White

Principal’s Report (Principal White)

• Some staffing updates:
• Julie Menshian has replaced Ms. Raina, who has started maternity leave
• Ms. O’Donnell is extending her maternity leave
• Stephanie Guilefoyle is the new Office Administrator at SJA.

• 26 new students registered for kindergarten during Registration Week. Families can 
register anytime during the year.

• On January 30, Grade 6 attended “Transition Day” at St. Paul’s.  Parent’s Information 
Night was held February 6th.

• Katie Weatherston visited the school on January 31st.  She was a member of the 
Canadian Olympic Hockey team in 2006, and spoke to the students about goal-
setting.

• Classes have been enjoying skating at Leslie Park rink, and several more outings are 
planned for the rest of the month.  

• Report cards will be coming home Friday, February14th.
• Kindness Week is next week (February 14 to 21st)
• Dance workshops (“Luv2Groove”) are being organized for the entire school and will 

be held during the month of April.
• Mr. MacGillvary is working on an outdoor experience for phys ed.
• The school is exploring opportunities to bring an art activity into the school this year.
• The gift card packages were received from Kerri.

Chair’s Report (Kerri Courville - Chair)

• The gift card packages, which included a note from Council, were given to Tory.  
These were given for the Teachers Allowance this year.

Treasurer’s Report (Lorrie Sweet – Treasurer)

• Lorrie tabled the financial update.
• Approximately $3400 is available in the Council account, as of the end of January.

CSPA Report (Kerri Courville)

• Kelly Torrance has had to step down as CSPA Liaison, and her alternate is unable to 
extend her participation.

• Andrea Guzzo has agreed to take on the voting position as CSPA Liaison, with Rose 
Hunt as backup to attend the CSPA meetings. 
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Parish Report 

• No update

Focus Items:

a Funds Focus: (Kerri Courville – Chair)

• Tory is finalizing arrangements to bring in an arts activity.  Council passed a motion 
to fund the activity.  Tory will provide Council with additional details.

Action Item: Tory to provide Kerri with financial details, when finalized.

b CSPA Boot Camp: (Rose Hunt - Vice-Chair)  

• The theme of the boot camp was “Seven Steps to Building Community”, with the 
focus being on getting more parents and families involved in school life.

• Some examples of activities include: allowing family pictures to be taken on school 
picture day; hosting the school BBQ at the beginning of the school year instead of the 
end; hosting Movie Nights; engaging parents who may have specific talents to come 
into the school to give presentations or run activities; actively engaging parents of 
kindergarteners during Kindergarten Registration Week and encouraging them to join 
Council; and having guest speakers attend Council meetings to encourage broader 
participation.

• Council discussed additional ideas, such as “Bring a Friend to Council” night and 
encouraging friends and other parents to participate, with no obligation to volunteer 
for an activity or assignment.

Action Item: Council members and the school should emphasize in both formal and 
informal communications that Council meetings are open to ALL parents, not just voting 
members.

c Winter Dance (Rose Hunt – Vice Chair)

• The dance will be held at St. Paul’s High School on Friday, February 28th.
• Rose had sample tickets to show, and will distribute a sign-up form (with help from 

Rosemary Chiarelli who will prepare a Google doc).
• The theme is Winter Snowflake Dance and students (and parents) will be encouraged 

to wear white. 
• Children are making snowflakes in class for decorations. 

Action Item: Rosemary to develop a Google form, and Rose to distribute.

d PRO Grant (Kerri Courville – Chair)

•  Ideas were discussed.  Paula Wilson suggested a “Street Smarts"/Internet Safety 
theme.  Art activities in the school were also suggested.
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Action Item: Danielle D’Amico and Jane O’Regan to develop ideas for a proposal and 
explore requirements.

e  Spring Fundraiser (Kerri Courville)

• Two Movie Nights will be held around Education Week.  The movie selection for 
May 2 will be focussed on the primary grades, while May 9 will be aimed at the 
junior grades.

• Movie Nights will not be an official fundraiser, just a fun activity to help build school 
community.  Admission will be free, but Council will provide a donation box.

• Another idea presented was a “Midway Spaghetti Dinner”, where dinner is provided 
for $10/person and the money goes directly to the school.  Midway benefits from the 
money spent on the arcade and activities.

Action Item: Rose to explore further and discuss at the March meeting.  Andrea Guzzo 
agreed to explore other possible fundraising activities. 

f  Spring Family BBQ (Danielle D’Amico)

• The date has been set for June 5th, with Doris and Danielle taking the lead to 
organize.

Attendees:

Kerri Courville, Chair
Rose Hunt, Vice-Chair
Lorrie Sweet, Treasurer
Shari Scott, Secretary
Robynn Kearns, SK Rep
Paula Wilson, Grade 1 Rep
Lucia DiPrimio-Txogas, Grade 2 Rep
Andrea Guzzo, CSPA Rep
Agathe Rwankuba, Grade 5 Rep
Danielle D’Amico, Grade 3 Rep
Jane O’Regan, Community Liaison
Rosemary Chiarelli, Grade 4 Rep
Tory White, Principal
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